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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 and 23-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Blossom in view of Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. 

Blossom discloses receiving at a POS device a cost (col. 3, line 28 card 10 may be 
used with a POS device which means a cost incurred) identifying an instrument 
associated with a stored-value account and a credit account (card 10), generating a 
request to select a distribution of the cost for the transaction among the stored-value 
and credit accounts for presentation at the point-of-sale device (Blossom discloses use 
of his card in a conventional card reader which "allows a user to select a card feature" 
the mere presentation of plural payment options is read as "generating a request" 
because the card won't function unless a selection is made; the step of transmitting the 
cost payment to the financial institution is deemed obvious and old to the card reader art 
and is accomplished in Cameron et al. 

However Blossom does not disclose the stored-value account and the credit 
account linked substantially contemporaneously with issuance of the instrument to the 
customer nor does it teach a selected distribution identifying a first non zero portion of 
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the cost of the trans action applied to a stored value and a second non zero of the cost 
of the transaction to be applied to a credit card. However, Cameron et al do disclose 
selecting a non zero portion of a charge to be allocated between two credit cards, a 
credit card and a stored value instrument (e.g., a non specific dollar off coupon or gift 
certificate) or between two stored value instruments, see col. 11, lines 55 et seq. (Also, 
the display of the request is shown, see figure 13.) In column 11, lines 55-60, any 
combination of the payment methods can be used for one total order. (This includes 
maxima amounts.) It would be obvious to modify the POS sales device of Blossom to 
include the receiving at the POS terminal a response in the form of an elective 
distribution feature of allocating payments between stored value gift certificate and 
credit card as taught by Cameron because the motivation would be to limit the use of 
the credit card and hence the limiting of high rates of interest. 

Regarding the limitation of substantially contemporaneously linking the stored 
values and the credit card, the scheme of Fig. 16 shows the linked system, which is 
read as being substantially contemporaneous. In addition, Melchione et al. do disclose 
a system where "in a single session" accounts are linked together, (see, Abstract of US 
764 last sentence "The system... for opening an account in a single session that is in 
communication with ... .") It would be an obvious modification to Blossom to include the 
single session linking feature in order to link the stored value and the credit accounts at 
substantially the same time, the motivation being that this will keep both accounts as an 
option from the beginning of the card's use. 
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Re claim 2: Blossom discloses use of his card in a conventional card reader 
which "allows a user to select a card feature". 

Re claims 3 and 4: official notice is taken with respect to which items are 
available for stored value points see e.g. frequent flyer points cannot be applied during 
holiday flights and some retail businesses restrict what can be purchased by credit 
cards e.g. stamps and lotto tics are cash based only. 

Re claim 5: see col. 7 lines 6-9 for display of stored value. 

Re claims 6 and 7: the step of applying only what is available in either credit or 
value to a cost and/or splitting same between them is deemed an old an obvious 
expedient. 

Re claims 24, 25, 26, 27 and 29, reading/writing, including limits (maxima) from 
the instrument is a well-known inherent feature of the Blossom card reader. (Dorfman 
et al. reference (column 1, lines 36-48) has been provided as evidence to this inherent 
feature. More references can be provided if necessary.) 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. in further view of Wagner et al. 

The combination system of Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. shows 
all of the limitations of the claims except for specifying an explicit option. 

Wagner et al. teaches, column 5, lines 14-30, the use of programmable keys on 
a POS terminal in order to save to time by shortcutting a commonly used function. 



Application/Control Number: 10/694,925 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3627 

Based on the teaching of Wagner et al., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the combination 
system of Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. to incorporate programmable 
keys such that there is an explicit option to carry out a common task, such as using up 
the stored value and applying the rest of the transaction to a credit account, in order to 
save to time by shortcutting a commonly used function. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. in further view of Teicher. 

The combination system of Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. shows 
all of the limitations of the claims except for specifying receiving a second maximum 
amount from a host system. 

Teicher teaches, figure 12, an electronic purse (stored value unit) and an 
electronic purse payment unit (remote). Both contain the stored value amount (second 
maximum) for any given account. The POS interface may receive information from 
either unit. This system provides the convenience of the card or wallet stored data and 
the security of a centralized remote storage unit. 

Based on the teaching of Teicher, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the combination system of 
Blossom, Cameron et al. and Melchione et al. to incorporate the payment unit of 
Teicher, including the electronic purse payment unit, in order to provide the 
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convenience of the card or wallet stored data and the security of a centralized remote 
storage unit. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from'the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571 ) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



Michael Cuff / 
September 25, 2007 




